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Translation  of  letter  from  Rudi  Peierls  in  response  to  my  request  for  advice  on  studying 
theoretical  physics  or  alternatively  chemistry.  This  was  written  before  the  Nuremberg 
laws  prohibiting  Jews  from  enrolling  in  German  universities. 

Manchester 
March  24,  1935 

Dear  Mr.  Friedlaender 

Many  thanks  for  your  letter.  I  will  take  pains  to  answer  it  as  well  as  I  can,  but  it  is, 
of  course,  extraordinarily  difficult  to  give  you  advice  now,  especially  because  right  now 
the  prospects  are  changing  so  rapidly  in  every  way  that  what  is  true  today  could  be  totally 
wrong  four  years  from  now  when  you  would  have  finished  your  studies. 

First  off,  as  far  as  theoretical  physics  is  concerned,  you  are  right  in  saying  that 
studying  it  would  not  qualify  you  for  any  career  other  than  pure  research  and  that  that 
path  gives  you  a  chance  only  if  you  are  gifted  far  above  the  average;  since  one's  abilities 
become  evident  only  in  the  course  of  studies,  this  undoubtedly  constitutes  a  great  risk. 
This  risk  becomes  even  greater  because  the  possibility  of  academic  employment  in 
Germany  is  presumably  closed  for  you,  and  a  position  abroad  or  even  just  a  research 
fellowship  requires  still  higher  level  of  competence  and  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate 
that  competence  in  a  broader  context,  in  other  words  additional  time  of  unpaid  scientific 
work  after  completion  of  the  university  studies.  In  normal  times  there  was  always  the 
safety  valve  of  the  teaching  profession  —  the  idea  was  to  arrange  one's  curriculum  so 
that  one  could  also  get  a  teaching  certificate  and  then,  if  necessary,  become  a 
mathematics  or  physics  teacher.  But  apart  from  the  fact  that  this  is  not  a  very  attractive 
profession,  that  possibility  is  presumably  not  available  to  you. 

It  would  be  a  different  matter  if  you  were  to  expand  your  studies  to  include 
experimental  physics.  (Anyway,  I  consider  intimate  familiarity  with  experimental 
methods  and  results  an  absolute  requirement  for  every  theoretician.)  If  necessary,  you 
would  then  have  the  possibility  to  turn  completely  to  the  experimental  side  and  do  things 
that  find  application  in  industry,  too.  In  normal  times  there  were  always  positions  in 
industry  for  well  trained  physicists,  and  a  good  theoretical  grounding  can  only  be 
advantageous  there  also.  However,  the  number  of  such  positions  is  considerably  smaller 
than  for  example  for  chemists,  but  the  number  of  applicants  is  also  much  smaller. 
Whether  you  would  nowadays  have  a  chance  for  such  a  position  in  Germany,  I  can,  of 
course,  not  judge  at  all.  Besides,  such  a  solution  naturally  makes  sense  only  if  you  really 
enjoy  experimental  work.  (This,  by  the  way,  is  not,  as  many  people  believe,  so  much  a 
matter  of  manual  dexterity,  but  rather  requires  a  little  sense  for  technical  possibilities  and 
imagination  in  designing  experiments.) 

The  prospects  in  chemistry  I  really  cannot  judge  at  all.  I  believe,  however,  that  if 
you  take  pleasure  in  pure  science,  you  will  enjoy  chemistry  much  less  because  it  has 
become  more  than  ever  a  technical  science.  Besides,  just  for  that  reason  chemistry  today 
probably  offers  fewer  possibilities  for  the  individual  to  excel  and  to  make  a  name  for 


himself  through  especially  good  achievements  and  thereby  to  obtain  a  position  even 
under  unfavorable  circumstances.  Despite  all  these  objections  it  may  of  course  be  entirely 
advisable  to  decide  in  favor  of  chemistry  because  of  the  better  prospects  —  if  the 
prospects  are  indeed  better.  Whether  they  are,  I  cannot  judge,  and  even  if  I  knew  the 
prospects  today,  I  couldn't  know  what  the  situation  will  be  when  you  complete  your 
studies. 

If  you  seriously  consider  studying  chemistry,  I  would  recommend  that  you  ask  a 
chemist  for  advice.  I  know,  for  example,  that  Professor  Fajans  at  the  University  of 
Munich  is  a  very  nice  man  and  would,  I  am  sure,  gladly  give  you  advice  and  information 
about  this  question  and  also  about  the  difficulties  in  your  particular  case.  I  don't  believe 
that  Fajans  would  remember  me,  so  that  it  doesn't  make  much  sense  for  me  to  give  you  a 
recommendation  to  him.  But  you  can  simply  go  and  look  him  up.  By  the  way,  Fajans  is  a 
physical  chemist,  but  don't  let  him  persuade  you  to  study  physical  chemistry;  that  branch 
of  science  is  more  and  more  losing  its  raison  d'etre. 

As  to  studies  abroad,  the  prospects  are  at  the  moment  very  dim  and  I  fear  that  they 
will  become  even  worse  in  the  near  future.  It  is  true  that  there  are  various  organizations 
outside  Germany,  among  them  one  here  bin  England,  that  give  scholarships  to  German 
students.  But  they  have  very  meager  funds  and  have  therefore  decided  as  a  matter  of 
principle  to  give  such  scholarships  only  to  students  who  have  already  attended 
universities  in  Germany  for  some  time  and  are  near  graduation  and  can  therefore  benefit 
from  small,  short-term  stipends.  The  number  of  such  people  will  presumably  decrease 
with  time,  but  the  available  funds  will  also  be  exhausted,  and  it  is  hard  to  predict  which 
of  these  two  trends  will  move  more  quickly. 

Furthermore  there  are  research  fellowships  for  people  who  have  already  done 
independent  scientific  work,  but  these  have  so  far  been  given  only  to  people  who  had 
already  achieved  the  rank  of  Privatdozent  or  at  least  could  demonstrate  equivalent 
accomplishments.  Even  if  such  fellowships  should  still  exist  later  on  (which  is  rather 
questionable)  and  if  some  should  be  available,  you  would  not  be  eligible  for  such  an 
award  until  you  had  done  some  independent  scientific  research  after  completing  your 
studies. 

To  find  normal  employment  abroad  is  extremely  difficult  at  this  time,  because 
almost  all  countries  now  have  restrictive  labor  laws.  It  is  a  little  easier  in  those  countries 
that  have  few  academically  trained  people  of  their  own  and  are  in  need  of  some.  In 
Russia,  for  example,  there  is  of  course  still  room  for  an  enormous  number  of  scientists; 
also  in  countries  like  China  or  South  America,  probably  also  in  Palestine  there  are  still 
some  possibilities.  It  is  also  true  that  some  individuals  have  managed  to  find  scientific 
positions  here  in  England  and  in  other  European  countries,  but  these  are  people  who  first 
of  all  were  already  internationally  known  and  besides  were  very  lucky.  But  all  of  that  can 
change  again  in  three  or  four  years  —  in  one  direction  or  the  other. 

If  you  could  somehow  make  it  possible  to  study  in  a  foreign  country,  that  would 
of  course  significantly  increase  your  chances  of  subsequently  finding  employment  in  that 


country.  First  of  all  it  would  give  you  the  opportunity  to  leam  the  language  during  your 
studies,  to  get  accustomed  to  the  conditions  and  to  make  connections;  furthermore,  it 
turns  out  that  in  many  countries,  for  example  here  in  England,  one  is  then  no  longer  quite 
considered  an  alien.  There  is,  by  the  way,  a  rumor  to  the  effect  that  there  is  a  perfectly 
legal  possibility  of  contributing  money  for  charitable  purposes  to  a  central  agency  in 
Berlin  and  to  draw  on  these  funds  for  studies  abroad.  Whether  this  rumor  is  true,  I  don't 
know.  But  even  if  this  possibility  exists,  studies  abroad  would  be  very  much  more 
expensive  than  they  are  in  Germany. 

I  am  sorry  that  everything  I  can  tell  you  is  so  negative  and  imprecise.  But  I  cannot 
tell  you  anything  more  and  I  suspect  that  noone  knows  much  more  at  this  point. 

I  also  must  ask  you  to  excuse  the  many  typos  and  the  muddled  style  of  this  letter. 
I  am  writing  in  the  evening  and  am  a  little  tired.  If  you  still  have  any  questions  about 
some  details,  I  am  always  available  to  you.  Also  please  let  me  know  your  decision, 
because  I  may  be  able  to  help  you  with  advice  about  your  study  plan,  especially  if  you 
decide  to  go  into  physics. 

Many  thanks  for  the  greetings  from  your  parents  which  I  heartily  reciprocate. 

With  all  best  wishes, 

Yours,  R.  Peierls 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ECONOMICS 
BERKELEY 

November  lo,  19 jo 


^ear  Itr.  friedlähderi 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  you  have  been 
awarded  a  stipend  by  the  üiliel  foundation  of  this  university. 
Ahe  amount  is  Intended  to  cover  your  expenses  for  one  vear.^ince 
some  supplementary  arrangements  are  not  yet  completed,  I  cannot 

Sill  J^abKtWiSlSS^  6XaCt  nsure.u0wever,  it 

I' he  HiHel  foundation  expects  you  to  pay  for  the  rail- 
road or  bus  fare  to  Berkeley,  if  this  is  in  any  way  possible. 
If  you  have  relatives  in  this  country  I  think  they  will  not 
hesitate  to  give  you  the  amount  in  one  form  or  the  other  If 
however,  you  do  not  see  your  way  to  pay  for  the  fare  please' 
let  me  know  immediately.   I  will  then  try  to  make  the  necessa- 
ry arrangements. 

Ihe  fund,  out  or  which  your  scholarship  is  being  paid 
for    was  galliecedd  among  the  Jewish  students  of  the  University 

Si  riSJiS01"?1?*  °2,^e1irÄtlve  of  *abbi  Merritt,  who  is  the 
director  of  the  Hiiiel  foundation  on  this  campus. Z  :ua  you  may 
consider  yourself  the  guest  of  the  Jewish  students,   »hile  it 
has  been  found  impossible  to  take  care  of  a  longer  period  than 

i£lAA^|Lihvnu  ltirl%  6?od  chance  that  by  doing  some  work 

a**°^NM)*  vou  will  be  able  to  earn  enough  for  your  livelihood 

so  that  it  will  be  possible  for  you  to  continue  your  studies  * 

k2  1}  graduation  and  possibly  longer. *he  äillel  foundation  will 

:?ifive  advise,  and  in  case  of  temporary  difficul- 

Sthlr^eSiil  g»s.be  POS3lble  t0  enliSt  th"  ald  of 

I  am  writing  this  letter  at  *abbi  Merritt's  request 

S??SearrltS,  *?  *abbi  ^rrltt.Hiiiel  riouse,  Bancroft  -ay/fiJw- 
dltch  *t.^rkeley,Caiif.,   stahng  your  acceptance  of  the  «*»£*#*, 

?oh°iar^hlP  tnd  teIli^him  when  you  plan  to  arrive  here.ihere 
is  no  great  hurry  now,  but  since  the  semester  bet;  ns  at  the  middi 
of  January  you  should'be  here  at  least  by  the  lit h  of "ecaSber  1 
to  adjust  yourself  to  the  local  conditions. SoreoveV!  Be?£SeT 

iid!w2a?erShoi?fLPlaSS  H  PVe  than nmost  of  the  **atern  and* 
*iu-weuiern  eties,  and  it  is  very  pleasant  too. 

*abbi  Gerrit t  presupposes  that  you  are  coming  on  an 
immigrants  visa,  so  that  you  can  take  out  your  first  papers 
as  soon  as  you  arrive  here.  If  that  were  unfortunately  not  true, 
please  write  me  by  airmall  and  I  will  see  what  I  can  do. 

hoo  k0  il  2aLsiv?  you  3atlsfation  to  know  that  this  stipend 
has  been  aaarded  to  you  exclusively  on  the  basis  of  yourrec 

with  the  most  cordial  greetings 

rs 


recorus. 


Telephone  LOng acre  5-5933 


Cable  Address:  CONFEDAM,  NEW  YORK 


The  National  Student  Federation 


OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


REPRESENTING 

INTERNATIONAL  STUDENT  SERVICE 

IN  THE   UNITED  STATES 


8   WEST  40TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


November  27#  1936 


ARTHUR  NORTHWOOD,  JR. 


National  Board  of  Advisers 

Dr.  Donald  J.  Cowling,  chairman 

DR.  ERNEST  H.  WILKINS 
DR.   STEPHEN   P.  DUGGAN 

Dean  Charles  H.  Rieber 
Dr.  Henry  N.  MacCracken 
William  T.  Foster 
Edward  R.  Murrow 
Dr.  Wesley  C.  Mitchell 
Dr.  Ray  Lyman  Wilbur 
Dr.  Frank  P.  Graham 
Dr.  Harry  H.  Moors 
Dr.  George  F.  Zook 
Edward  A.  Filene 


Dear  Mr.  Biedlander 


Professor  Landauer  of  the  University  of  California 
has  written  that  the  Hillel  Foundation  ha?  made  a  grant  which  will 
enable    you  to  continue  your  studies  there. 

This  means  that  you  are  expected  to  arrive  in 
Berkeley,  California  by  December  15. 

Will  you  call  at  this  office  Saturday  morning 
sometime  between  9:30  and  12  to  talk  with  me  about  your  plans  and 
call  for  Dr.  Landauer fs  letter. 

Sincerely, 


oscfph  Cadden 


Joseph 
Secretary 
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EMANU-EL  AND  THE  JEWISH  JOURNAL 


EAST  BAY 


German  Refu 
B.  b'.  Hille)'  Pia'' 

?riT  fcuven 
Hille!  Foundation  Scholarship 

Berkeley.  H.liel  Foundat.on  Scholarship,  arrived  in 

».her  ^^"j;  *jSS»  *«m  mm 

suit  — — — —  

Jewish  professors  and  students  en- 
tered enthusiastically  into  the  cam- 
paign to  raise  this  scholarship  fund 
Alien  Blaisdell,  <lirector  of  Interna- 
tional House,  became  interested  in  the 
campaign  and  offered  a  free  rent  schol- 
arship at  this  palatial  student  center 
to  the  protective  ward  of  the  Jewish 
student  body.  The  Central  Federation 
of   German   Jews,   from    its  national 
oftce  m  Berlin,  aided  in  the  selection 
of  a  worthy  recipient  of  the  proffered  ' 
scholarship    Gerhart  Friedlaender,  the 
German  Jewish  refugee  student,  whose 
university  career   was   cut  short  In 
Nhzi  decree,  was  chosen  to  enjoy  the 
award  and  is  now  in  Berkeley  prepared 
to  register  for  the  spring  semester. 

Friedlaender  is  twenty  years  old. 
He  completed  his  course  in  the  Real- 
Gymnasium  of  Munich,  the  city  of  his 
birth,  and  his  credits  will  entitle  bin, 

to  junior  standing  at  the  University 
Ot  Catiiornia 

He  comes  from  a  family  of  outstand- 
ing prestige  and  social  standing  in 

the  pre-Hitler  days.   His  father,  Max 

was  president  of  the  Bar  Association 

of   Bavaria  from   1922   to   1932.  Dr. 

Max  Friedlaender's  commentaries  on 

Bavarian  law  were  in  wide  use  until 

the  establishment  of  the  new  regime. 

A  brother,  graduate  of  law  and  trained 

to  follow  in  his  distinguished  father's 

footsteps,  has  followed  a  host  of  voung 

German  Jews  into  re-training  schools 

and  is  now  earning  his  living  as  a  car 

penter  in  England.  The  husband  of 
Gerhart's  sister,  formerly  a  professor 
of  economics  in  the  University  of 
|Wurzburg,  is  now  without  a  position. 
Gerhart,    exiled    but    young,  keen, 

:ager,  hopeful,  will  have  his  chance 
in  life  as  a  result  of  the  comradely  in- 
terest of  the  Jewish  students  of  the 
University  of  California,  who  adopted 
him  as  their  ward.  He  will  register 
In  the  chemistry  department  this 
nonth. 
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XSBUtb  to 


Mme.  TATIANA  PIANKOVA 

presents  her  students  in  an 
Evening  of  Ballet 
assisted  by 

MR.  HARVEY  STUART  and  MR.  GERT  FRIEDLAENDER 

Accompanists 

At  INTERNATIONAL  HOUSE 
Berkeley,  California 
Saturday,  October  2nd,  1937  at  8:15  P.  M. 

-  PROGRAM  . 

Demonstration  of  Ballet  Technique 

In  this  part  of  the  program  the  ballet  class  room  will  be  re- 
produced and  the  pupils  will  execute  the  exercises  which  are 
a  daily  necessity  for  their  advancement.  The  exercises  will 
cover  four  years  of  training  by  the  program  of  traditional 
and  Soviet  Qovernment  School  in  Russia,  and  will  be  divid- 
ed into  several  parts,  i  exercises  at  the  bar;  2  central  floor 
work;  3  adagio;  4  allegro. 

INTERMISSION 

LES  SYLPHIDES,  A  Romantic  Reverie  in  One  Act 

Music  by  Chopin 

NOCTURNE 

Jean  Chappell,  Blanche  Jeanne,  Lassie  MacSwain,  Louise  Mansche 
Patricia  Purchase,  Irina  Semochenko,  Lois  Treadwell 
Diana  Turner,  George  Jaure 

VALSE 
IRINA  SEMOCHENKO 

MAZURKA 
LOIS  TREADWELL 

MAZURKA 
THOMAS  HOLLAND 

PRELUDE  -  NOCTURNE 
IRINA  SEMOCHENKO         GEORGE  JAURE 

VALSE 

LOUISE  M ARISCHE         THOMAS  HOLLAND 

VALSE 

Jean  Chappell,  Blanche  Jeanne,  Lassie  MacSwain,  Louise  Mansche, 
Patricia  Purchase,  Irina  Semochenko,  Lois  Treadwell, 
Diana  Turner,  Thomas  Holland 

ritiltiuiiiiiiliiiiiiinnmiHniini^ltHnrfinlllllltlimUIII 

Printed  Outlines  of  Class  Lesson  Obtainable  at  the  Door  for  50  cents 

Ticket*:  Tupper  &  Reed,  U.  C.  Co-Op  Cashier  Office,  Berkeley 
55  Ccti(8  diiod  55  "  1" ä x  ir\dvi^Jcci 


The  Society  of  the  Sigma 


i 


DEVOTED  TO  THE  PROMOTION  OF  RESEARCH  IN  SCIENCE 

BY  THIS  DIPLOMA   CERTIFIES  THAT 


GERHART  FRIEDLAENDER 

WAS  DULY  ELECTED  AN  ASSOCIATE  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA 


CHAPTER  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OF  THE  SIGMA  XI 


ON  THE    TWELFTH  DAY  OF  APRIL 


IN 


THE  YEAR 


1939 


AND  IS  FULLY 


ENTITLED  TO  THE  PRIVILEGES  GRANTED 
BY  THE  CONSTITUTION. 


SUB- 


CHAPTER PRESIDENT 


CHAPTER  SECRETARY 
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The  Society  of  the  Sigma  Xi 

DEVOTED  TO  THE  PROMOTION  OF  RESEARCH  IN  SCIENCE 


BY  THIS  DIPLOMA   CERTIFIES  THAT 
GERHART  FRIEDLAENDER 


WAS  DULY  ELECTED  A  MEMBER  OF  THE 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA 
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^^^^^^^ 


nun  las  st  uns  nochmals  Hand  in  Hand 
Durch  die  geliebten  Räume  schreiten  , 
Wo  jeder  Winkel, jede  wand, 
Wo  jeder  kleinste  Gegenstand 
Brinnrung  weckt  an  schöne  Zeiten; 

WO  dieses  Hauses  Schöpferin 
Auf  allen  wegen  uns  begegnet 
Und-gleich  als  lebte  sie  noch  drin- 
Mit  Güte  , Geist  und  feinem  sinn 
Das  iieim  für  ihre  Liebsten  segnet. 


S  o   bleibt  es    unser  allezeit, 
S  o   wollen  wir  sein  Bild  bewahren, 
3  o   trotzt  es  der  Vergänglichkeit, 
Bleibt  Heimat  uns, drin  Freud  und  Leid 
Und   ihre    Liebe  wir  erfahren. 
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